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1.0 Introduction

Again this year there are two Annual Reports for South Bank and Waterloo Neighbours (SoWN). This one which covers the activities of the Trustees, and a further one which covers the activities of the Steering Group.

The Trustees retain the responsibility for the Governance of SoWN including managing its finances and the Steering Group has delegated responsibility from the Trustees to set policy and manage the delivery of the Neighbourhood Plan.

The Trustees can report that SoWN continues to develop as an organisation and in its role a contributor to the life of the local community as it takes forward the Neighbourhood Plan and the principles underlying the Plan.

Giles Goddard
Chair
2.0 Overview of the year

SoWN continues to operate as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). Its constitution was drawn up, based on a Charity Commission model, with the following objectives:

To further the following exclusively charitable purposes for the public benefit within the area defined by the Neighbourhood Development Plan approved in 2019 for the South Bank and Waterloo neighbourhood (“the area of benefit”):
1) To promote high standards of planning and architecture in or affecting the area of benefit.
2) To educate the public in the geography, history, natural history, culture and architecture of the area of benefit.
3) To secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement of features or areas of historic or public interest in the area of benefit.

SoWN worked in five broad areas established by the Steering Group.

1. Review Planning Applications in light of SoWN’s Policies, and enlist local views on Planning Applications generally on behalf of Residential and Business Communities, and to support developments that protect and enhance the character of the area, the environment and the public realm.
2. Support the implementation of the Net Zero 2030 strategy for the area
3. Co-ordinate/Consult/Represent views of Residential and Business Communities more generally on current issues particularly through the South Bank and Waterloo Forum
4. Develop and implement the strategy for allocating the Neighbourhood CIL, along with the London Eye Community Chest and Health and Wellbeing funding from the London Borough of Lambeth
5. The Trustees and Steering Group have spent time this year considering the sustainability of SoWN so that it can continue and grow its influence and work, and the resources required, both human and financial. This presents both opportunities and challenges. Being responsible for a further NCiL grant will be an important part of this, and efforts are being made for achieve this. SoWN’s continuing role in the London Eye Community Chest programme is particularly welcome.

SoWN works through the following working groups
· Planning
· Environment and Greening
· Development Funding
· Communications and Membership
· Local History
· Lower Marsh
The Trustees met four times during the course of the year. They considered the strategy and process to implement the funding allocations, the implementation of the Net Zero Strategy which was relaunched as South Bank and Waterloo Sustains Us, topics for the South Bank and Waterloo Forum and how SoWN increases its membership and representation of the community as a whole.
SoWN continues the process of administering £1m made available to the local area from Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure Levy for projects arising from the Neighbourhood Plan. It also administered monies from The London Eye Community Chest Fund.

During the course of the year SoWN also played a significant role in the development of plans for Emma Cons Gardens, a Retail Strategy for Lower Marsh, South Bank and Waterloo Sustains Us, and local Green Spaces. 

SoWN also is a member of the Lambeth Forum Network. Sadly the £5,000 pa made available to each Forum has suffered from the London Borough of Lambeth’s cuts. This supported the Outreach Programme and contributed to some core costs.

A fuller description of the year’s activities will be found in the Annual Review of the Steering Group to be issued later in the year. 


Annual Accounts

The Report and Unaudited Accounts 31 March 2025 accompany this Report.




APPENDIX 1

Trustees

The current Trustees are 

Suat Binkaya, David Clarson (secretary), Giles Goddard (chair), Michael Johnson, Max Weiner (treasurer), and Liz Sillett. 

Carmelita Lee, Bushra Iqbal and Daniel Fulvio resigned during the year for personal reasons. 
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